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gramme; lout I consider your way of reaching a war the
wrong one from the statesman's point of view. The fact
that with regard to this you find yourself in agreement
with Pf ordten, Beust, Dalwigk, or whatever our opponents'
names are, makes me look upon the side you represent
neither as revolutionary indeed nor Conservative, but as
not the right one for Prussia. If the pothouse enthusiasm
in London and Paris makes any impression, I shall be
glad of it; it is part of our stock-in-trade, but it has not
impressed me so far, and, in the case of a fight, furnishes
us with few pence and no powder. You may call the con-
vention of London revolutionary if you like; the Vienna
treaties were ten times more so, and ten times more unjust
towards many princes, estates, and countries; it is only by
European treaties that European law is established. If,
however, you want to apply the standard of morality and
justice to these latter they must well-nigh all be abolished.
' If you were in office here instead of me, I fancy you
would very soon be convinced of the impossibility of the
policy you recommend to me to-day and regard as so
exclusively " patriotic " that you threaten to break off your
friendship over it. I can only say, " La critique est ais^e; "
it is not difficult, amid the applause of the mob, to find
fault with the government, especially a government which
has been obliged to lay hold of several wasps' nests into
the bargain. If the result proves that the government pro-
ceeded rightly, there is no further question for blame; if
the government makes a fiasco over things which are in
general beyond the control of human will and foresight,
you have the glory of having prophesied at the right time
that the government was on the "woodman's road."* I

* [' Path that goes nowhere.']
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